An antibody purified with a lambda GT11 fusion protein precipitates enkephalinase activity.
An antiserum was raised against the neutral endopeptidase "enkephalinase" in guinea pig and used to probe a rabbit kidney cDNA expression library. A positive clone has been isolated and sequenced. The identity of the corresponding fusion protein was ascertained by its ability to select, from the crude antiserum, antibodies which specifically immunoprecipitate neutral endopeptidase enzymatic activity. This approach eliminates the uncertainty inherent to clone identification obtained from oligonucleotide probe derived from a partial sequence of the protein.